
 

Hurricanes, climate change and the cholera epidemic in Puerto Rico of
1855-1856

   
   
   
Abstract:

Hurricanes and global climate changes may affect the environmental factors of cholera dynamics in warm
coastal areas, vulnerable to seasonal or sporadic outbreaks. The cholera epidemic of Puerto Rico in
1855-1856 had a profound effect on the Puerto Rican society; but it was not influenced by any climatic
events, such as preceding hurricanes or storms based on past documentary sources. Particularly, the
environmental non-toxigenic strains of Vibrio Cholerae in Puerto Rican water sources can maintain their
pathogenic potential for sporadic or erratic toxigenic cholera outbreaks--if a "perfect storm" ever occurs.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Author(s): Christenson B
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Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Cholera

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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